
The aim of our research is to examine the changes in the number of different categories 
of specialists working in the European OECD countries.

Indicators analysed regarding the numbers of specialist medical practitioners (ISCO-
08 code: 2212) including general paediatricians, medical group of specialists, 
obstetricians and gynaecologists, psychiatrists, surgical group of specialists, other 
specialists not elsewhere classified were derived from the “OECD Health Statistics 
2023” database for the period 2010-2020. 24 European OECD countries were grouped 
according to the geographical location. Data were subsequently compared by 
parametric and nonparametric tests for the years 2010 and 2020.

Between 2010 and 2020, the number of specialists per 100,000 population in European 
OECD countries increased by 20.8%, of which general paediatricians by 19.7%, 
medical specialists by 21.2%, obstetricians and gynaecologists by 13.1%, psychiatrists 
by 15.8%, surgical specialists by 24.5% and other specialists by 9.2%. When 
comparing Western and Eastern European countries, we found a significant difference 
in the number of obstetricians and gynaecologists per 100,000 population in 2010 
(p=0.028). In 2010, the proportion of general paediatricians was the highest in Slovenia 
(13.0%), medical specialists in Poland (52.2%), obstetricians and gynaecologists in 
Estonia (8.8%), psychiatrists in Switzerland (17.4%), surgical specialists in the United 
Kingdom (39.4%) and other specialists in Finland (38.1%). In 2020, the proportion of 
general paediatricians was the highest in Slovenia (12.6%), medical specialists in 
Greece (51.5%), obstetricians and gynaecologists in the Czech Republic and Estonia 
(9.0%), psychiatrists in Switzerland (19.8%), surgical specialists in the United 
Kingdom (39.5%), other specialists in Finland (33.9%).

Among specialists, the number of surgical specialists increased the most in Europe. 
There was a significant difference in the number of obstetricians and gynaecologists 
per 100,000 population between Western and Eastern Europe in 2010.
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Figure 3.
Share of different categories of specialists in Europe, 2020 (or 
nearest years)

Figure 2.
Share of different categories of specialists in Europe, 2010 (or 
nearest years)

Table 1.
Changes in the number of different categories of 
specialists according to the geographical location in 
Europe (2010-2020)

Figure 1.
Changes in the number of obstetricians and gynaecologists per 
100,000 poopulation in Western and Eastern Europe (2010-
2020)
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Western European countries 17 212,1 56,35 16 254,4 83,70

Eastern European countries 6 230,5 46,05 7 279,0 43,29

OECD average -- 216,9 53,48 -- 261,9 73,63

Western European countries 17 14,6 7,05 16 17,9 8,60

Eastern European countries 6 16,0 5,48 7 18,0 7,23

OECD average -- 15,0 6,59 -- 18,0 8,04

Western European countries 17 90,6 31,86 16 108,6 48,21

Eastern European countries 6 107,2 23,73 7 130,0 22,69

OECD average -- 95,0 30,35 -- 115,1 42,73

Western European countries 17 14,2 5,29 16 16,3 6,72

Eastern European countries 6 19,8 4,17 7 21,0 5,54

OECD average -- 15,7 5,55 -- 17,7 6,64

Western European countries 17 19,5 7,16 16 22,5 9,18

Eastern European countries 6 13,3 3,72 7 16,7 4,39

OECD average -- 17,9 6,94 -- 20,7 8,37

Western European countries 17 64,7 20,91 16 79,4 29,18

Eastern European countries 6 66,0 15,09 7 84,6 19,21

OECD average -- 65,0 19,23 -- 81,0 26,21

Western European countries 15 9,1 18,36 15 10,4 18,77

Eastern European countries 6 8,3 14,76 7 8,3 11,69

OECD average -- 8,9 17,05 -- 9,7 16,58

MEDICAL GROUP OF SPECIALISTS (PER 100,000 POPULATION)

OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNAECOLOGISTS (PER 100,000 POPULATION)

PSYCHIATRISTS (PER 100,000 POPULATION)

SURGICAL GROUP OF SPECIALISTS (PER 100,000 POPULATION)

OTHER SPECIALISTS NOT ELSEWHERE CLASSIFIED (PER 100,000 POPULATION)

SPECIALIST MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS (DENSITY PER 100,000 POPULATION (HEAD COUNTS))

GENERAL PAEDIATRICIANS (PER 100,000 POPULATION)

2010 2020
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