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In Search of a Goldilocks Reference Case 
in the US: 

Could an Insured Member or Patient-
Informed Reference Case Be 'Just Right?'
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ICER’s Reference Case for 
Economic Evaluations: 

Principles and Rationale 

Current as of January 31, 2020



Goal: evidence-based fair price for newly launched 
patented medical intervention
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Desire to reward companies when 
they can demonstrate that therapies 
address patient priorities and unmet 
needs

Acknowledge that health care 
has gotten so expensive that it 
is beyond the reach of many 
Americans (including those 
with heath insurance)

Adopting either reference case 
could result in higher or lower 
fair price estimates… more 
information does not 
necessarily mean a higher 
price

Results of an HTA can positively 
or negatively impact patients 

access to care



Founder & Principal 
Scientist
Applied Patient
Experience, LLC
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