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Why the need for Health Spending Guiding Principles 
(HSGPs)?

What are the HSGPs?

How to Use the HSGPs?

Questions

Agenda
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Rising US Health Care Spending is a Focus for Both 
Policymakers and Researchers
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Studies Analyzing Publication Replicability

Total Studies Analyzed Replicated Failed Replication

Publication of bad science remains an ongoing 
problem

Piper, Kelsey. “Science has been in a “replication crisis” for a decade. Have we learned anything?”  Vox, October 2020, https://www.vox.com/future-
perfect/21504366/science-replication-crisis-peer-review-statistics. 

2015 Psychology Study: Open Science Collaboration. "Estimating the reproducibility of psychological science." Science 349.6251 (2015): aac4716

2018 International Study: Klein, Richard A., et al. "Many Labs 2: Investigating variation in replicability across samples and settings." Advances in Methods and Practices 
in Psychological Science1.4 (2018): 443-490.

2018 Study: Camerer, Colin F., et al. "Evaluating the replicability of social science experiments in Nature and Science between 2010 and 2015." Nature Human 
Behaviour 2.9 (2018): 637-644.

https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/21504366/science-replication-crisis-peer-review-statistics
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The Dunning-
Kruger Effect

Confirmation 
Bias

Self-Serving 
Bias

Hindsight Bias

Optimism/Pessimism 
Bias

Sunk Cost 
Fallacy

Negativity Bias Decline Bias

Backfire Effect
Fundamental 

Attribution Error
In-group Bias Forer Effect

Cognitive biases impact decision making

Dwyer, Christopher. “12 Common Biases That Affect How We Make Everyday Decisions.” Psychology Today, September 2018, 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/thoughts-thinking/201809/12-common-biases-affect-how-we-make-everyday-decisions. 

Everybody is vulnerable to cognitive bias in decision making

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/thoughts-thinking/201809/12-common-biases-affect-how-we-make-everyday-decisions
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The Health Spending Guiding Principles are a tool used to 
address evidence and decision-making challenges

Purpose: Ensure alignment with the goals of patient-centered care as defined by the 
Institute of Medicine

Evaluate 
Evidence 
Robustness

Systematically 
Evaluate 
Policy
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Literature 
Review of 
Established 
Standards

•ISPOR

•NAM

•CMS

Development 
of First Draft

Blinded 
Expert 
Review

•Patient Groups

•Academics

•Payers (Private 
& Public)

•Privates

•Think Tanks

Incorporation 
of Expert 
Feedback

Development 
of Illustrative 

Cases

Health Spending Guiding Principles were Developed 
using an Evidence-Based and Expert Informed Process
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Patient-Centered Guiding Principles for Evaluating 
Health Care Spending
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Patient-Centered Guiding Principles for Reforming Health Care 
to Address Rising Health Care Spending
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Detailed explanation, citations, use instruction, and an illustrative 
example are provided for each guiding principle

Additional Context

Instructions on how to use
Example Guiding Principle Application
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An NPC analysis of “Will Reducing Drug Prices Slow 
Innovation” by West Health Policy Center
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The Health Spending Guiding Principles 
are a Tool to (1) Evaluate Evidence for 
Robustness (2) Systematically Evaluate 
Policy Options 

Rising US Health Spending Presents 
Challenges and Opportunities for both 
Policymakers and Researchers

Evidence and Cognitive Biases Produce 
Challenges for Creating Good Policy



Questions


