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* Receiving subsequent doses of rabies vaccine in

Background

* Following animal exposure, patients may seek initial Figure 1. Rabies postexposure prophylaxis chain of care community setting is optimal
healthcare in an emergency department (ED) for « However, 11 of 36 ED encounters occurred due to
' iag i i Index ED . L . .
yvggnd cleaning, r.ables |nr.1mune.globulln (1G), anid the | encounter Refer to | | | rabies vaccine administration only
initial dose of rabies vaccine series of 3-5 doses Animal . Community Vaccine series
exposure 4| Wound care — community for | setting NO-» completed * These unnecessary ED encounters occurred due to
° ' ' e HabeslG . : . .
Subsequent doses of rabies vaccine can be s Rabios vaccine follow up harrier lack of appropriate follow-up instructions during the
administered In the community (primary care, initial dose index ED visit
community pharmacies, and infectious disease f + To reduce unnecessary ED encounters, it is
clinics) and do not require emergency services nappropriate | Y& imperative to provide patients with a clear follow-up
* The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ED encounter Vaccine series plan with a vaccination schedule and a list of referral
estimates that 30,000 to 60,000 patients are for rabies incomplete sites where rabies vaccine can be administered
initiated on rabies postexposure prophylaxis (PEP) vaccine
each year in the United States, of which 416 are in -

 Approximately 31% of ED encounters for rabies PEP
are solely for delivery of subsequent rabies vaccine,

i 2,3
Texas in 2018 A reasonable chain of care for patients who present to the ED for the initial treatment (index

* It is possible that up to 100 patients in Texas and ED encounter) following an animal exposure that qualifies for rabies PEP. Boxes in red display which ma 1 steain ED ;
14,400 patients in the United States inappropriately the impact of barriers to vaccine access in the community setting. y unnecessarily strain EL resources an
return to EDs each year to receive rabies vaccine, ourden healthcare finances
and these ED encounters may be placing a financial Figure 2. ED encounters inclusion flow chart Figure 3. Non-index encounters * Future research Is needed to enhance ED discharge
strain on patients and the US healthcare system - instructions and characterize patient-perceived

' 12 11 barriers to rabies vaccine access in the community

O O s POstexposure
Jeclives prophvaxis® within the Houston Methodist system

from January 1, 2015 to June 30, 2018 (h=361)
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* To estimate the prevalence of unnecessary ED
encounters for rabies vaccination I

A 10% random sample

Methods i

Included 36 encounters from 33 patients

 Retrospective, descriptive study at Houston
Methodist system of 15 EDs from January 2015 to |

Number of ED encounters
)
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Non-index en(?ounters were further ClaSS.If-Ied as Table 1. Reasons for unnecessary ED encounters Disclosures

necessary (rabies |G or other emergent conditions) or
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