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Welcome!
1. How to give your paper the best chances of success of being 

published in Value in Health

2. What you can do as authors—and what Value in Health can do—to 
maximize the impact of your research once it is published.

Publishing your paper is important but is just the start of a process 
to share your work and maximize its impact.



About Value in Health 1
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About Value in Health
• Publishes original research and health policy articles that advance the field of 

HEOR to help healthcare leaders make evidence-based decisions.
• Two Editors-in-Chief: Nancy J. Devlin, PhD and C. Daniel Mullins, PhD

• Plus: a team of Associate Editors, supported by the ISPOR publications team.
• Our latest impact factor is: 4.9 

– Increased from 4.5
– Expected to be > 5 next year

• Published by Elsevier on behalf of ISPOR, 
and is the home for

– ISPOR ‘best practice’ Taskforce Reports 
– Other key reports (eg, CHEERS)
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New! Updated VIH ‘aims and scope’

https://www.valueinhealthjournal.com/content/aims

• These strengthened aims better reflect our current standing and our 
ambitions for the journal

Value in Health aims to be a leading source of new methods, best practice guidelines, and innovative research 
in the field of health economics and outcomes research (HEOR).

Value in Health aims to publish papers that expand the frontiers of HEOR science and have a direct impact on 
the methods used in HEOR and the evidence on value used in healthcare decision making around the world.

https://www.valueinhealthjournal.com/content/aims
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Look out 
for calls 
for papers 
for themed 
sections!

You can find them here: https://www.ispor.org/publications/journals/value-in-health/for-authors/call-for-papers

https://www.ispor.org/publications/journals/value-in-health/for-authors/call-for-papers


7

Did You Know?

• Many universities have Open Access Agreements with Elsevier, which means 
papers accepted for publication in Value in Health can be published open 
access free-of-charge

https://www.elsevier.com/open-access/agreements

• Have you checked if your university is included?

https://www.elsevier.com/open-access/agreements
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Did You Know?

• In each issue, we select “Editor’s Choice” papers and these are given 
free promotional for 30 days.

• 12 months after papers have been published, all papers in VIH are 
available to everyone completely free of charge 



Giving Your Paper the Best Chance 
of Getting Accepted for Publication 
in Value in Health 2



10

The Process

• VIH receives ~1300 new submissions each year
• All of these are initially reviewed by an EiC (randomly assigned)
• The review process reduces this number to ~200 papers published in 

the journal each year 
– VIH accepts around 15% of the papers submitted

• If every paper were to be sent out to peer review, we would require 
almost 3000 reviewers = infeasible

• Therefore, a substantial proportion of papers are rejected after 
internal review by the journal’s editors
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What Makes an Interesting Paper?

Methods are 
innovative (ie, will 
change HEOR 
practice or follow 
best practices)

Important topic(s) that will 
impact policy and/or health 
care decisions
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What Type of Evaluation Occurs at Each Stage?

Reject 60% Reject an additional 5%-10% Reject an additional 10%-15%

EIC  
Evaluation

Mainly an assessment 
of 

methodological/policy 
interest and relevance 

to our scope. 

Some assessment of 
methodological 
interest/quality

AE 
Evaluation

Equal assessment of 
methodological and 

policy/practice interest

Reviewer 
Evaluation

Mainly assessment of 
methodological 
interest/quality

Some assessment of 
policy/practice interest
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A Few Words About Certain Types of Papers We See…

Burden of disease/cost of illness 
studies

Must have some methodological interest

Systematic reviews of the cost 
effectiveness of an intervention

Should draw conclusions about methods. Conclusions about cost 
effectiveness per se of limited interest. 

Systematic reviews Doing/reporting these to a very high standard is a ‘given’. 
Don’t just describe the literature: critically review and synthesize 
the literature. 

Cost effectiveness analyses Doing/reporting these to very high standard is a ‘given’. 
To be published, must also be important or use innovative 
methods

Other empirical papers Avoid a ‘cookie cutter’ approach to writing up - engage with the 
issues and make sure you offer insights

Policy evaluations & commentaries Make sure you focus on the insights of interest to an international 
audience
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What Does a Busy* Editor-in Chief Look At?

1. Title
2. Abstract
3. Highlight Points 
4. Covering letter 
5. First few paragraphs of the Introduction (maybe more depending on how 

interesting it seems); especially the Aims
6. Discussion and Conclusions
7. Quick checks: iThenticate %; word count; number of authors

*Last year VIH received ~1300 new submissions; we each read ~650 of them
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Editor’s Evaluation: Does the Paper…

  Align with the journal’s scope?
  Represent a novel contribution?

  An advancement of HEOR methods?
  A novel application, of international relevance?

 Use rigorous methods? 
  Use appropriate comparators + methods? 
  Follow best practice guidelines, where available?
  Match data to the research question?

 Communicate its main messages effectively?
 Avoid bias or a marketing message?
 Use English language and grammar appropriately? 
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Do Your “Highlight Points” Answer These Questions?

1. What methods or evidence gap does your paper 
address?

2. What are the key findings from your research?

3. What are the implications of your findings for 
healthcare decision making or the practice of HEOR?
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Reviewer’s Evaluation

Peer reviewers are asked to: 
• Evaluate the scientific merit and 

overall relevance of a paper
• Provide constructive feedback to 

authors
• Make a recommendation

• Accept without revision
• Minor revisions needed
• Major revisions needed
• Reject
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One of the best ways to get a sense for what makes a good 
paper for VIH is to become a peer reviewer!

• Sign up to be a reviewer for Value in Health via ScholarOne:
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/valueinhealth

New to doing peer reviews? 
- Talk to your supervisor 
- Gain experience by reviewing in parallel to your supervisor’s own peer 

review work and comparing notes. 

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/DVJ-CK1qwBSqp2LW2iMovIz?domain=mc.manuscriptcentral.com


Amplifying the Impact of Your 
Paper in Value in Health3



20

Write for Impact!

• Introduction should be clear about the evidence/methods gaps, and why 
your paper is needed

• Make sure your paper highlights the interesting results
• Avoid uninformative conclusions, like ‘we undertook research on x. Our 

results have implications for policy and decision making’.
• Think: who you want to influence?
 Be specific about the implications—who should care, and why? What should be 

done differently as a result of your findings?
 Craft your abstract and highlight points carefully—don’t treat them as an 

afterthought!  



21

Highlight Points

1. What methods or evidence gap 
does your paper address?

2. What are the key findings from 
your research?

3. What are the implications of your 
findings for healthcare decision 
making or the practice of HEOR?

• Appear in the published paper.
• Appear on the ISPOR page for your 

paper 
• Are used as content for social media 

posts (X/LinkedIn) from @ISPORjournals

Tips:
• Be concise. Don’t recycle the abstract.
• Be specific. Answer the ‘so what?’ 

question. Who should care—and 
why?

• Grab the reader’s attention (they might 
actually read the paper!)
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After Publication: Social Media

Value in Health posts on LinkedIn via ISPOR, and 
on X as @ISPORJournals

• Tag us in any posts you make on your papers, 
and ISPOR’s social media team will like/share

• Daniel and Nancy are both on LinkedIn—tag us, 
and we’ll like and reshare your posts if we can!

• Nancy is also on X: @nancydevlin1
• Tag your own institution media teams & your 

coauthors
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Other Ways VIH Helps to Drive Impact

•  “Editor’s Choice” papers
– Social media posts
– Free access for 30 days
– Special digital collections

• Editorials (eg, highlighting specific papers or synergies between 
papers on related topics in the same issue).

• New author services, aimed at elevating impact of  VIH papers, are 
actively being explored.



Questions? 
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