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INTRODUCTION

Within the National Health Strategy 
2014 - 2020, Romania assumed some 
strategic directions to follow in healthcare, 
and one of the most important referred to 
“the development and implementation of an 
evidence-based drug policy to ensure 
equitable and sustainable population access 

to medication” ¹.

OBJECTIVE

The objective of this research is 
to evaluate the readiness of the 
Romanian healthcare system to 
use the Payment for Performance 
(P4P) mechanisms in the 
reimbursement of drugs and 
medical devices. 

METHOD

The authors performed an analysis of the 
Romanian legislation regarding the 
payment for performance for drugs and 
medical devices and an analysis of the 
existing local reimbursement models 
based on payment for performance, 
looking at public data sources.

RESULTS

• CRVc used for the interferon-free treatment are mentioned in the national guidelines, 
launched in 2019, developed as part of the Ministry of Health and World Health 
Organization partnership to control the viral hepatitis in Romania (“The National 
Framework for control of viral hepatitis in Romania, 2019-2030”)3.

• There are other P4P initiatives like specific protocols with the Payer, risk-sharing 
agreements based on results like progression-free survival for oncology proposed by 
different stakeholders (Drugs Association, American Chamber of Commerce). Some of 
them are mentioned in the drug reimbursement methodology by the Innovation Fund 
(oncology) which will be developed in the future period. 

• Regarding the medical devices, there is no functional mechanism in place. There are 
initiatives to promote the P4P proposed by different stakeholders (Medical Devices 
Association, American Chamber of Commerce etc.) to cover the reimbursement of 
innovative medical devices but are not yet implemented.

CONCLUSIONS

The P4P is just at the beginning in 
Romania. The experience gained in 
the last 10 years from the utilization 
of the “cost-volume-result” contracts 
for drugs provides the starting point 
for the future expansion of the P4P. 

The main issues in expanding the 
P4P are related to the definition of 
the performance for different health 
interventions, the availability of easy-
to-collect data and the administrative 
capacity to run such a payment 
mechanism.
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Year Hepatitis C
Hepatic 
Cirrhosis

2015 2 0

2016 2 0

2017 3 3

2018 4 4

2019 4 4

2020 4 4

2021 4 4

2022 6 6

2023 4 4

2024 4 4

Table 1. The number of drugs with P4P 
mechanism by pathology in Romania, 2015-

2024 (using Cost-Volume-Results contract) 4

• For drugs, there is one functional P4P mechanism in place, known as the “cost-volume-result” contract (CVRc). 

• The CVRc represents a type of outcome-based payment agreement used with success for patients with Hepatitis C starting with 
2015. By 2024 these CVRc expanded also to Hepatic Cirrhosis indication (table 1). Starting with 2021, the interferon-free non-
respondents were also covered by one treatment and starting with 2022 the interferon-free pan-genotype by two treatments.

• From 2015 to 2023 over 50.000 patients received their therapies based on these CVRc and the success rate (cured patients) was 
around 96-98%2, 3. 
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