HPR73: Underfunding of Public Health System and Unmet Den-
tal Needs Among the European Elderly Population
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Introduction Results
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Methods

Figure 2. Changes in the prevalence (%) of unmet needs for dental care per country
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the highest dental visit rates, while Poland (31.5%),

Hungary (16.5%), and Romania (13.2%) reported

. Figure 3. Income-related inequalities in the prevalence (%) of unmet dental needs by country (2020)
the lowest dental visit rates.
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o The average marginal effect varied among Europe-
an countries, with higher rates observed in nations Figure 4. Average marginal effects of independent predictors of the probability of unmet dental
characterized by high unmet dental needs and low needs following probit model estimation
public health expenditure.

-0.0046
o Additional significant risk factors for unmet dental Age (years) - 0% o
needs encompassed factors such as younger age, fe- Female - 10,0269 ¢
male gender, unmarried status, urban residence, un- Married - &— 1,037
employment, lower education, reduced income, Urban area - 0.0273 ¢
poorer health status, and living in a Bismarckian Working - 00557
welfare state, when compared to the Social- Secondary education - 00213
democratic welfare regime (Fig. 4). Tertiary education - .0.0434
2nd income quartile - 00435°
. 3rd income quartile -
-0.0706
Conclusions 4th income quartile O 50111
. . Supp. health insurance - ®
o There 1s a significant presence of unmet dental PP Multimorbidity - 0.0331
needs among older adults in Europe, and these ADL/IABL limitations - 0.0873
needs have also seen a significant increase over Sismarckian welfare state - A
. -0.0345
time. Mediterranean welfare state - 00765
e To address this 1ssue, 1t 1s crucial to make substan- e e |
. . . . . -0.007
tial and sustained investments in public health. By Public health expenditure (100 euros ppp per capita) - o
| | lic health it - | | | | |
Increasing public health expenditure, we can sub 015 010  -0.05 ) 005 010
stantially enhance access to dental care, leading to Average Marginal Effects

improvements 1n the overall health outcomes of

References

[1] Gonzalez-Touya M, Stoyanova A, Urbanos-Garrido RM. Covid-19 and unmet healthcare needs of older people: Did inequity arise in europe? International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health 2021; 18.

[2] Onofre1 M, Vatamanu A-F, Vintila G, Cigu E. Government Health Expenditure and Public Health Outcomes: A Comparative Study among EU Developing Countries. International Journal of Environmental Research and

HPR73 ISPOR Europe 2023, 12-15 November 2023, Copenhagen, Denmark

Acknowledgements: The larger project on which some of the findings are presented was funded by VIATRIS



