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• China Guidelines for Pharmacoeconomic Evaluations 2020 (China PE Guidelines 2020): 
considered as a methodological guide for economic evaluations (EEs) research as well 
as a standard for evaluating EEs’ quality

• To systematically review the economic evaluations published in Chinese since 2016;

• To critically appraise EEs’ study quality with the criteria of China PE Guidelines 2020.

INTRODUCTION & OBJECTIVES

METHODS

RESULTS

➢ Before the publication of China PE Guidelines 2020

➢ After the publication of China PE Guidelines 2020

➢ Comparison of TCM/non-TCM EE studies before and after the publication of
China PE Guidelines 2020

Databases
• China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI), Wanfang Data, VIP Database, 

China Biology Medicine disc (CBM disc)

Search strategy (taking CNKI for example)
• SU = '药物经济’ (Pharmacoeconomics) + '卫生经济’ (health economics)+ '经济学评价’ 

(economic evaluations) + '经济性评价' (economic evaluations) + '经济评价' (economic 
evaluations) + '成本-效果’ (cost-effectiveness) + '成本-效用' (cost-utility) + '成本-效益' (cost-
benefit) + '最小成本’ (cost-minimization) AND FT = '患者’ (patients)+ '病人’ (patients)

• Time frame：2016.1.1 - 2022.7.10

Eligibility criteria
• Inclusion: EEs comparing costs and outcomes of different interventions on 

human beings published in Chinese since 2016.
• Exclusion:
(1) only focused on cost or efficacy/effectiveness of interventions; 
(2) not original studies in Chinese; 
(3) any of conference abstracts, reviews, letters, editorials, commentaries, 

protocols or not available for access to the full article.

Assessment tool of study quality
• China Guidelines for Pharmacoeconomic Evaluations 2020

Statistical analysis

• Comparing the study quality before and after the publication of China PE 
Guidelines 2020 (before 2021 and after 2021);

• Using studies related and unrelated to traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) as 
two subgroups.
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• The publication of China PE Guidelines 2020 has played a positive role in 

improving the study quality of economic evaluations.

• Researchers need to attach more importance to identifying study perspective. 

• To better support decision-making, the quality of EEs in China remains to be 
improved.

CONCLUSIONS
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