
•Similar trends reported in Ngami et al. were observed in our study2, with

significant increases in VCR observed duringthe combined 2020/22seasons

•However, drops in VCR were noticed between 2021/22 and 2020/21, potentially

revealing early signs of vaccine fatigue, with ultimately a risk of returning to pre-

COVID-19 rates

•Several hypothesis can be drawn regardingthose decreases:

o Strong emphasis was put on vaccination against COVID-19, thus calls for influenza
vaccination may have been diluted and missed by populations,

o COVID-19 perceived as being more ‘serious’ than influenza, leading individuals to
prioritize vaccination against COVID-19 first,

o Repeated injections for protection against COVID-19 (primary course + boosters) may
have discouraged population to get an additional shot for influenza

•The 2022/23 influenza season will be important to determine whether the

increase in VCR would haveonly been temporary or turn intoa durable trend
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•Following the COVID-19 pandemic, many countries revised their influenza

vaccination policies in accordance with the WHO 2020 interim guidance on

influenza vaccination1

•Previous research conducted by Ngami et al. showed significant increases in

influenza VCR during the 2020/21 season compared to previous seasons.2 The

study recommended keeping monitoring influenza VCR and observe whether

this increasewould be durable or temporary.

•The objective of this study was to assess the change in influenza VCR under the

COVID-19 pandemic (2020/22) in the US, Canadaand Europe

•The same methodology described in Ngami et al. was applied: secondary desk

researches were conducted to collect influenza VCR for the seasons 2010/11 to

2021/22 in France, Italy,Spain,UK, Canada and theUS2

•Government and public health agency websites were consulted, and VCR were

extracted for all groups eligible to influenza vaccination. Stakeholders were

contactedby email when informationwas not available.

•We used non-parametric Wilcoxon signed-rank tests to investigate significant

variations in VCR per eligible group for the 2020/22 seasons compared to

previous seasons

•Significant increases in VCR were observed in 2020/22

compared to previous seasons for all studied groups,

except for Canada (all groups), the US (6mo – 17y group)

and France (at-risk <65y) (Table I)

•Coverage in the UK reached its highest level in the 65+y

age group, with a VCR of 82.10%, thus exceeding for the

second time the 75% VCR objective set by the WHO

•A significant decrease in VCR was observed in the UK for

the 6mo – 2y age group (-12.68%), along with non

statistically significant drops in the US for the ≥6mo – 17y

group (-1.99%), and Canada for the 18y – 64y group

(-5.91%) (Table I)

•Additionally, important decreases in VCR were observed 

between 2020/21 and 2021/22 in 19 out of the 22 groups 

(86%) presented in Table I.

• Interestingly, VCR in elderly for Spain, Canada and the UK 

followed an opposite trend, with VCR increasing in 

2021/22 compared to 2020/21 (+1.7%, +0.60% and +1.2% 

respectively) (Table I, Figure 1)
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