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Figure 1: Impact of COVID-19 on influenza immunization policies

Discussion

Background

+ The 2020/21 influenza season was unique due to the co-occurring + Significant changes in influenza vaccination programs were

observed for France and the UK, and were also noted in other
countries such as Italy who also extended influenza vaccination to

COVID-19 pandemic which exerted significant strain on populations
- On September 2020, the WHO issued an interim guidance

recommending countries to strengthen their NIPs against influenza’
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‘A national supply of stock has
been procured to ensure demand
does not outstrip supply’

Creation of a national stockpile
of 2 M doses for nursing homes
(0.7 M used)

the 60 to 64y#
As expected, changes in vaccination policies was associated with
significant changes in VCR in 2020/21 compared to 2019/20:
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Objective

- The aim of this study was to review the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on influenza vaccination policies in France, UK and US

65+y. +7.9% ; +8.5% ; +5.7% in France, the UK and the US
Inclusion of healthy children At-risk adults <65y: +7.7% and +8.1% in France and the UK
aged 2 - 17y, similar to the UK + Increases in VCR were observed in the US while no changes in policy
program were noted, illustrating that a clear distinction should be made
between effects from the pandemic and those from the policies
+ Figure 2 presents additional changes in influenza vaccination
programs for the 2021/22 season
+ As the pandemic is still active, the question of whether these
changes will be temporary or maintained in the long term remains

olele!
L

Extension of
Eligible
Population

Inclusion of adults aged 50 - 64y,
household contacts, children of
school Year 7 and health workers

Methods

- Desk research was conducted in Google and Google Scholars to

Extension to February 28t 2021

Extension to January/March 2021

identify changes in vaccination policies for the 2020/21 season

« Geographic scope was limited to France, the UK, and the US Inclusion of FluenzTetra® in the

Inclusion of None NIP
New Influenza

T Figure 2: Influenza vaccination programs for 2021/22

Results

» At-risk adults <65y: >75%
« Children (2-3y): 275%

Target VCR of 85% in adults 265y

Reach the 75% VCR enacted by

+ Modifications in influenza programs were observed for France and O:c)r;g(r:fié\llseidin . Primary school children: > 65% WHO Extend immunization to all school children from Y7 to Y11
in the UK (Figure 1)23 VCR

. . . . o Maintain immunization in healthy adults aged 50 - 64y
- No major adjustments were observed in the US as immunization

against influenza is recommended for all individuals 26 months
- Most notable changes in France involved the addition of r_k

DHSC is exploring options ‘to
expand the workforce that is able None
to administer vaccinations’

Offer co-administration with COVID-19 vaccine where

Expand R
appropriate

Immunizer
Workforce
FluenzTetra® in the NIP and the creation of an emergency stockpile

- In the UK, influenza vaccination was extended to four new
populations (adults 50 — 64y, household contacts, children of school
Year 7 and health workers), and objectives in terms of VCR were
revised upwards

Achieve ‘maximum uptake of the Cessation of vaccination in healthy children aged 2 — 17y
flu vaccine in existing eligible None

groups’

Reinforce
Vaccination in
Eligible
Populations

- Removal of FluenzTetra®from the NIP
Upkeep of an emergency stockpile

Offer co-administration with COVID-19 vaccine where
appropriate

Abbreviations: DHSC, Department of Health and Social Care; NIP, National Immunization Programs; VCR, Vaccine Coverage Rate; WHO, World Health Organization
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