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I. PRISMA 2009 Flow Diagram:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Records Excluded (n= 64) 

Reason for Exclusions were: 
Geography not of interest (n=10) 
Outcomes not of interest (n=50) 
Study design not of interest (n=2) 
Population not of interest (n=2) 
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Records Excluded (n=282) 

Reason for Exclusions were: 
Animal/In-vitro (n=4) 
Outcome not of interest (n=86) 
Study design not of interest (n=137)  
Population not of interest (n=53) 
Protocol (n=2) 

Records screened based on title 
and abstract (n=350) 

Publications included after full-
text screening (n=4)  

Full text articles for assessment 
(n=68) 

Records identified through:  
PubMed/Medline (n=358) 

Embase (n=389) 
DOAJ (n=301) 

Records identified through 
supplementary searches & cross-

references 
(n=7) 

Records removed before screening: 
Duplicate records excluded (n=705) 
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