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INTRODUCTION

¢ Remicade® (infliximab) was first approved in Canada in June 2001 for
Crohn's disease & subsequently received approval for 4 additionadl
indications.

« Since then, &5 associated biosimilars made their entry to the Canadian
market, their uptake aided by implementation of biosimilar switching
policies across the country.

* |n addition to increasing biosimilar uptake through switching policies, other
inifiatives have been implemented to reduce barriers to accessing
biosimilars.

RESULTS

Identification of CDA/INESSS recommendations

« Eight relevant CDA HTA reports were identified (for: Remicade® (1), Inflectra®
(2), Remsima™ SC (3; & 1 withdrawn), Renflexis® (1)).

« All 6 CDA HTAs evaluating infliximab biosimilars for up to 6 indications
concluded with positive recommendations. One biosimilar, Remsima™ SC,
was withdrawn by the manutacturer (Fresenius). In corresponding INESSS
submissions, all biosimilars received a positive recommendation. INESSS
conducted HTAs for 2 additional biosimilars (Ixifi® and Avsola®), which both
received a positive recommendation. Remicade® received a negative
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Public drug plan listings
« Biosimilar switching policy has been implemented in all provinces, the

Northwest Territories (NWT), Yukon, and federal Non-Insured Health Benefits
(NIHB) program (Table 2).

As of Jan. 2026, 5 inflixmab biosimilars were covered by Adll
provincial/territorial drug plans, except Yukon, which only covered 2
biosimilars (Renflexis® & Remdantry™). Remicade® was only covered by 5
public drug plans for select indications, which require special authorization
for reimbursement (Table 2).

recommendation from CDA & INESSS for the treatment of ulcerative colitis

« Canada’s Drug Agency (CDA)'s streamlined biosimilar review process,
9 Agency (CDA P (UC) (Table 1).

inifially  launched Feb. 2018 to evaluate & issue reimbursement
recommendations, was no longer offered as of June 1, 2019, to prevent
potenftial delays to access to new biosimilars. Table 1. CDA/INESSS recommendations concordance for infliximab & biosimilars Table 2. Public drug plan listing status for infliximab and its biosimilars
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jurisdictions. pCPA negotiations » Biosimilar market entry has provided patients with additional treatment
« Inflectra®, the first biosimilar infroduced to market, had the longest pCPA options for indications that were not originally reimbursed by public drug
negotiation process duration (309 days) compared with Remicade® and olans for the originator.
METHODS other biosimilars (Fig. 1). » Policies supporting biosimilar use have allowed provinces and federal drug
plans to expand access to biologic therapies for more patients within cost
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