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Introduction & Objectives Method
. S

Innovative registration delays, or the Drug Approval Lag, hinder the first step in This study followed a time-series mixed-
making treatments available and are often linked to regulatory inefficiencies, methods design.

constrained healthcare financing, and fragmented decision-making. Since late 2019, Innovative medication approval by the FDA &
Lebanon’s health system has faced overlapping socioeconomic and political crises, yet  gn\a was quantitatively compared to innovative

their impact on innovative medication registration remains undocumented. registration in Lebanon across two time periods:

The objectives of this study were: 2014-2019 and 2020-2024.

1. To measure the drug approval lag in Lebanon before (2014-2019) and after (2020- Qualitative In-Depth Interviews were
2024) the crisis. ~ subsequently conducted with key stakeholders to

2. To develop an interpretive framework exploring the rationale behind an informal develop an interpretive framework.
policy to delay innovative drug registration. |

Results
L
Figure 1. Drug Availability Gap in Lebanon Figure 2. Drug Availability Gap in Lebanon
before and after the 2019 Crisis Compared before and after the 2019 Crisis Compared
to the FDA to the EMA
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Figure 3. Interpretive framework illustrating the rationale behind the decision to delay the registration of innovative
medications in Lebanon

Reduce

: reimbursement :
Informal Policy / \ Ultimate Effect
pressures
Implemented on Problem
Delays in Innovative Prevent the

Medication e iNtroduction of high
Registration cost treatments

Conclusion References
o o

Protect patients
— from high cost
treatments

Preserve limited
resources

1.Chow WL, Salleh NAM, Kang TS. Access to Innovative Medicines: Regulation Change and Factors Associated

Health systems are complex adaptive systems and policies affecting with Drug Approval Lag in Malaysia. Ther Innov Regul Sci. 2024 May 1;58(3):528—38.
. . . 2.Andersson F. The Drug Lag Issue: The Debate Seen from an International Perspective. International Journal of
the drug approval Iag Can Iead to delays In access to Innovative Health Services: Planning, Administration, Evaluation. 1992;22(1):53-72.

treatments. 3. Savigny D de, Adam T, Research A for HP and S, Organization WH. Systems thinking for health systems
strengthening [Internet]. World Health Organization; 2009 [cited 2025 May 21]. Available from:
https://iris.who.int/handle/10665/44204.

As such, evidence-informed policies, coupled with consideration of Contact Information

system interconnections, are essential to restore Lebanon’s S (- aCCess
healthcare standing and guide health policy design. - —"
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