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Highlights

Context: The healthcare industry significantly impacts the environment, accounting for an estimated
4.4% of total CO2 emissions, with higher figures in high-income countries. This study examines how
Health Technology Assessment (HTA) bodies integrate environmental considerations into their
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Table 1. Overview of HTA reports published between July 2023 and February 2025 mentioning environmental considerations and
the impact on the HTA outcome.
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Results

A total of 2,848 HTAs published between July 2023 and February 2025 were screened, with only 18
(0.6%) mentioning environmental considerations. This is an increase compared to the previous study,
which identified 14 HTAs (out of 9,493; 0.1%) discussing environmental factors published between
July 2018 and June 2023 (Figure 1).

Most reports mentioning environmental considerations were related to drugs (9), followed by
procedures (7), and medical devices (2) (Table 1).

Australia had the highest number of reports mentioning environmental considerations (9), followed by
Canada (2), France (2), Scotland (2), Spain (1), the Netherlands (1), the UK (1).

Environmental considerations influenced the outcomes of one-third of HTAs (27.8%; 5 out of 18), with
the majority (3 out of 5) having a positive impact.

0.57%

#/7/ (Radioactive seeds 1125 for radio-guided surgery). No formal HTA outcome but the executive
summary mentions the importance of safe disposal of radioactive materials.3

#8 (Nextstellis for the prevention of pregnancy): acknowledges that the less harmful environmental
impact compared to comparators was one of the decision drivers.*

#13 (Awiqili for type 2 diabetes): notes the potentially less harmful environmental impact of insulin
icodec in terms of management of injection devices (reduced number of injection pens used and
needles required per year) compared to other basal insulins.®

#15 (Emblaveo for various infections caused by Gram-negative bacteria): mentions the potential
environmental impact of using one combination tablet instead of two tablets.®

#16 (Ryaltis for allergic rhinitis): suggests that climate change could have contributed to a rise in the
occurrence of allergic rhinitis.3 Consequently, the availability of more affordable treatments might
result in greater cost savings than initially expected.’
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The limited inclusion of environmental considerations in HTA reports highlights the need for greater
0.15% iIntegration of sustainability assessments in HTA processes. Incorporating environmental impacts into
0.10% HTAs can provide a more comprehensive understanding of the overall value of healthcare interventions
o) o . e . . .
0.05% 0.05% and support informed decision-making towards more sustainable healthcare practices.
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