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Background

The choice of perspective In health economic evaluations is central
to the outcome [1]. In Sweden, the Dental and Pharmaceutical
Benefits Agency (TLV) bases reimbursement decisions on health
economic evaluations, adopting a societal perspective [2]. Unlike the
healthcare payer perspective, the societal perspective accounts for
costs and benefits arising both within and outside the regional
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these cases, TLV excluded non-healthcare costs from their base case
(Figure 2). Non-healthcare costs included by the companies were
transportation costs and productivity losses for patients and
relatives. In one reimbursement decision (Apexxnar) TLV included the
non-healthcare cost In their sensitivity analysis. A detailed
description of the six reimbursement decisions with non-healthcare
costs is presented in Table 1.

Figure 2. Reimbursement decisions analysed 2022-2024

healthcare system [3].
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This study aimed to investigate how TLV applies the societal case
perspective, focusing on their assessment of non-healthcare costs.
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A health economic analysis was defined as having a societal

perspective Iif it Included costs Dbeyond direct healthcare
expenditures, I.e., cost incurred outside the Swedish regions and

Table 1. Descriptive analysis of reimbursement decision where the company
iIncluded non-healthcare costs

hospitals. The NMA/I tool [4] was used to retrieve reimbursement Non-
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Figure 1. Methodology of data collection using the NMAI tool — : _ _
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v . Discussion and conclusion

HTA outcomes data extraction
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The study aimed to examine how TLV incorporates non-healthcare
costs In reimbursement decisions and, consequently, how TLV adopts
a societal perspective. The findings suggest that companies rarely

Several variables were examined, including type of economic
evaluation, type of costs included in company base case and
TLV base case, and costs included in sensitivity analyses.

\_ / . . .
J Include non-healthcare costs in their analyses, and when they do,
Data analysis these costs are often associated with productivity losses. In all
Descriptive statistics using Microsoft Excel’ analysed reimbursement decisions, TLV excluded non-healthcare

_ _ from their base cases.
A total of 704 TLV documents for the relevant time period were

identified in the NMAI tool. Decisions for price changes and
assessment reports for the NT Council were excluded from the
analysis, resulting in a total of 389 documents. In the NMAI tool,
unique reimbursement assessments can include two documents: the
decision and the assessment report. Since detailed cost data are
available In assessment reports, corresponding reimbursement

TLV has addressed its approach to the societal perspective in an
official statement, emphasising a more cautious approach toward
iIncluding costs associated with productivity loss, since there is a risk
that patients outside the labour market become disadvantaged [3].
However, the societal perspective extends beyond productivity
losses to include any costs that may be affected by the introduction of
a new medicine, such as transportation, municipal services, and
personal assistance. Besides productivity loss, transportation costs
were the only non-healthcare costs identified in the reimbursement
decisions, which TLV excluded from the analyses.

decisions were excluded, leaving 139 assessment reports. Following
manual screening, cost comparisons were excluded, leaving 52 cost-
utility analyses for the final analysis.

According to guidelines, TLV adopts a societal perspective. However,
this study could not identify any reimbursement decision between
2022 and 2024 in which TLV included non-healthcare costs in their
base-case analysis.

Of the 54 cost-utility analyses analysed, companies proposed
including non-healthcare costs in 6 (11%) of the base cases. In all of
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