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AUDIENCE AND PUBLICATION PROFILES IN HEOR RESEARCH: 
A CROSS-SECTIONAL ANALYSIS OF NON-SMALL-CELL LUNG 
CANCER AND CORONARY ARTERY DISEASE STUDIES IN 2024

BACKGROUND
 •  Understanding the audience of publications in health economics and outcomes research (HEOR) is crucial to align research focus and 
dissemination with stakeholder needs 

 •  Assessing how HEOR evidence is consumed and applied can allow for  audience alignment to enhance  
the impact of research, ensuring that findings are accessible, actionable, and influential in healthcare decision-making

OBJECTIVE
 •  We analyzed the focus and publication patterns of HEOR articles in two therapeutic areas, and the characteristics of journals 
publishing them, to provide recommendations for optimizing alignment between research output and its impact  

CONCLUSIONS
 •  Current landscape and opportunity: HEOR publications remain predominantly targeted on global clinical journals, 
highlighting untapped potential for greater audience alignment, particularly in leveraging HEOR‑specific or society‑
affiliated journals with higher IFs to enhance reach and relevance. 

 •  Optimizing HEOR publications: The findings emphasize integrating real‑world evidence and HE insights into tailored 
publication strategies to better address stakeholder needs and drive informed decision‑making, maximizing HEOR 
research impact

METHODS
 •  We performed a cross-sectional literature study to analyze published articles 
reporting HEOR data in two highly prevalent indications with distinct treatment 
and management profiles: 

 ∘  NSCLC, which is life-threatening with a varying prognosis 
 ∘  CAD, which is chronic and progressive but manageable with early intervention

 •  A comprehensive database search (January 1 to December 31, 2024) was conducted 
in Embase®

 •  Article focus was categorized as: HE, OR, or SLR/MA 

 •  We also explored selected journal characteristics: impact factor (IF), target audience 
(clinical, HEOR-specific, multidisciplinary), society affiliations, and geographic focus 
(global, regional)

HEOR evidence types of included articles Features of journals that published ≥4 HEOR articles (n=203)

Journals with different numbers of published HEOR articles

RESULTS
Included articles and journals

3,213articles

1,221journals

CAD NSCLC

(2.78 per journal) (1.96 per
journal)

2,774 439

997 224

Publications ≤3 (Total 1,014)

198 816
Publications 4–9 (Total 156)

20/136

5/44
Publications ≥10 (Total 49)

CAD NSCLC

Clinical 184
Median IF: 3.1 

HEOR 7
Median IF: 3.9 

Society 67
Median IF: 4.9 

Non-society136
Median IF: 2.9 

Global 181
Median IF: 6.2 Regional 22

Median IF: 2.4 

Multidisciplinary 12
Median IF: 6.0 JOURNAL

FOCUS

SOCIETY

REGION

Outcomes research / Observational studies

Patient-reported outcomes / Health-related quality of life

109

59
Systematic review

36
Disease burden / Cost

Economic evaluation

105/18

633

517

401

CAD NSCLC

69.5%

23.1%

17.9%

13.6%

3.8%

1,968 266
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