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EXAMPLES FOR ABSTRACT, WORKSHOP PROPOSAL AND ISSUE PANEL

RESEARCH ABSTRACT EXAMPLE
COST-EFFECTIVENESS ANALYSIS OF CLOPIDOGREL IN ACUTE CORONARY SYNDROMES IN SOUTH KOREA BASED ON CURE TRIAL

Ko S*, Park D?, Yang BM?
"Health Insurance Review Agency, Seoul, South Korea, Seoul National University, Seoul, South Korea

OBJECTIVES: This study was carried out to evaluate the long-term cost-effectiveness of clopidogrel in addition to aspirin in Acute Coronary
Syndromes (ACS) in South Korea. METHODS: A cost-effectiveness analysis was conducted from the societal perspective and incremental cost-
effectiveness ratios (ICER) were estimated using a long-term Markov process model, in which transition probabilities were estimated through the
survival analysis using the Korean health insurance claims and the cause of death registers data. Treatment effects were based on the
‘Clopidogrel in Unstable Angina to prevent Recurrent ischemic Events (CURE)’ trial and it was assumed that patients were treated for one year.
The costs included direct and indirect costs as well as cost in added years of life and were estimated from the Korean health insurance claims and
the National Health and Nutrition Survey. Both costs and effectiveness were discounted by 5 percent. Sensitivity and subgroup analyses were
conducted on the discounting rate and on the baseline population structure to test the robustness of the results. RESULTS: In the base case
scenario, the model predicted a longer survival in the ‘clopidogrel in addition to aspirin’ arm (7.705 years vs. 7.439 years incremental LYG=0.266
years) and higher costs in the ‘aspirin alone’ arm (6,944,249 vs. 6,876,536 Korean Won; incremental costs=67,713 Kwon)(US $1 = approximately
1000 Korean won). The cost was lower while the effectiveness was better; therefore, the ‘clopidogrel in addition to aspirin’ arm was dominant over
‘aspirin alone’ arm in cost-effectiveness. Sensitivity and subgroup analyses showed that ‘clopidogrel in addition to aspirin’ remained cost effective
regardless of the population structure and discount rate change. CONLUSIONS: The combination clopidogrel with aspirin is cost effective in
patients with ACS in South Korea compared to aspirin alone.

INTERPRETATION OF COST-EFFECTIVENESS RESULTS IN ASIA

Discussion Leaders: Bruno Jolain MD, Director Health Economics Intercontinental Region, Sanofi-Synthelabo, Gentilly Cedex, France; Bong-Min
Yang PhD, Professor of Economics and Dean, School of Public Health, Seoul National University, Seoul, South Korea; Nathorn Chaiyakunapruk
PharmD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Pharmacy Practice, Naresuan University, Pitsanuloak, Thailand

Workshop Purpose: To review the criteria used to interpret cost-effectiveness results in Western countries, to discuss the experiences of
researchers having presented cost-effectiveness results in Asia, and to discuss how to improve the criteria to help interpretation in Asia.
Workshop Description: Cost-benefit analysis (CBA) provides a clear decision rule: undertake an intervention if the monetary value of benefits
exceeds the costs. But as we know, health benefits are difficult to measure in monetary terms, and most economic evaluations of health care
interventions are cost-utility (CUA) or cost-effectiveness (CEA) approaches. Analysts have suggested setting a threshold value for the cost per
QALY, or per life-year saved, that represents the willingness of society to pay for such benefits. Different thresholds exist in countries with a long
tradition of performing economic evaluations of health technologies. What should be done in Asian countries that have a more recent history of
performing economic evaluations? The workshop will start with an introductory overview of the question, including a review of the criteria used in
Western countries (BJ), followed by a presentation by two Asian experts (Prof. Yang and Prof. Chaiyahunapruk) of their experience to present and
interpret results in their country, and then by a discussion with the audience.

ISSUE PANEL EXAMPLE
PAYOR ORIENTED EVIDENCE GUIDELINES

Panelists: Brian Sweet, MBA, BS Pharmacy, VP Clinical Services, WellPoint Pharmacy Management, West Hills, CA, USA,
Dennis Raisch PhD, RPh, MS, Associate Center Director, Scientific Affairs, VA Cooperative Studies Program Clinical Research Pharmacy,
Albuguerque, NM, USA

ISSUE: To explore and characterize the utilization of health outcomes and pharmacoeconomic research requirements of payors in their pursuit of
evidence based guidelines and the identification of additional information requiremented to support regulatory approval, formulary placement and
reimbursment criteria for pharmecuticals, biotechnology products and medical devises on a global basis.

OVERVIEW: This will be the third of three panel group discussions managed by this ISPOR Working Group (Florence, Shanghai and Philadelphia
ISPOR meetings) where payors will present their research needs with regards to the development of reimbursment guidelines / criteria.
Researchers in the audience will be given an opportunity to interact with panel members after their initial presentations. The recorded discussions
will be included in White Papers produced by the Value Based Reimbursement Special Integest Group (Diane Simison, Chair). This panel
discussion will run 60 minutes with the initial 45 minutes being presentations from the payors followed by the audience question and answer
period. Representitives of CMS, the V.A. and managed care will participate in this panel.
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